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INTRODUCTION

We are a non-denominational group. Our goal is simply to diligently search
the Truth as revealed in the Holy Bible. Then share it with the world.

2Timothy 2:15 is our guiding principle:

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to

be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."”

We will first of all let the Bible interpret itself, instead of making our own

interpretations.

Unless otherwise noted, we will quote from King James Version of the Holy
Bible (KJV). However, in some cases, the translated word in KJV is now
archaic or has evolved into a different meaning in the English language. So
in those cases, we will use a translation that conveys the more correct

understanding from the original manuscripts.

Whenever they are available, we will also bring up historical and

astronomical corroborations and confirmations.

We are very grateful to our Father and our Lord Jesus the Messiah for
sharing with us His Holy Spirit to help us understand His Truth. We humbly
and gladly accept the responsibility that our Messiah gave us in Matthew
28:20



“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you:

and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

We firmly believe His promise which He mentioned in John 16:12-13

“I have yet many things to tell you, but you are not able to bear now. But
when that One comes, the Spirit of Truth, it will guide you into all Truth, for
it will not speak from itself, but whatever it hears, it will speak; and it will

announce the coming things to you.” (Hebraic Roots Bible)

Consequently, Paul was inspired to write the following in 1 Corinthians
2:10-14

“‘But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. For what man knows the
things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no
one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have
received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These
things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which
the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the
natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually

discerned.”



In this book “Jesus: Controversial Truth”, we will show the true story of
Jesus or Yahushua our Messiah based on what the Scriptures really say,

and corroborated by historical accounts.



WHERE DID “JESUS CHRIST” COME FROM?

First of all, the name “Jesus” corresponds to the Greek “lesous”, and the
English spelling "Jesus" comes from the Latin equivalent “lesus”. The
Hebrew transliteration is “Yeshua” (viw') or in Aramaic “Yahushua”, which

means God Saves.

In Greek, He is called “lesous o Christés” (Xpio16¢), which translates to
"Jesus the Anointed One". In Hebrew, it is “Yeshua the Messiah” (np'w) or
transliterated Mashiyach. The English translation evolved to “Jesus the
Christ.”

Then the article “the” was eventually dropped. So in modern English, He is
simply referred to as “Jesus Christ” and oftentimes just shortened to Jesus
or Christ.

Before He divested Himself of His divinity and was miraculously conceived
and born as a mortal man, He was God Himself and was with God the

Father. He represented God the Father as the Spokesman or the Word.

John 1:1 says:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.”



HIS BIRTH YEAR EXAMINED

Gospel Account

Let's start with the gospel account of Luke in chapter 2 verses 1-5:

"Now it happened in those days that a decree went out from Augustus
Caesar that the names of all the people of his dominion should be written
down. This registration first occurred under the governing of Syria by
Cyrenius. And all went to be registered, each to his own city. And Joseph
also went from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of
David which is called Bethlehem, because of his being of the house and
family of David, to be registered with Mariam the one having been

betrothed to him as wife, she being pregnant.” (Hebrew Roots Bible)

Historical Account

What does history tell us about the above gospel account? Cyrenius, or
Quirinius in Latin, was a Roman procurator who had powers directly from
Augustus, which in contemporary terms means a powerful "man-Friday", a

Legatus Augusti.

The resident governor at the time (4 to 2 BC) was Sentius Saturninus, and
this fact is confirmed by Tertullian, a lawyer by profession who lived in the
late 2nd century. He says, "There is historical proof that at this very time

census had been taken in Judaea by Sentius Saturninus respecting the



family and descent of Christ." And he dated the census taken at the time of
Christ's birth as 3/2BC. (Adversus Marcionem, IV, 7)

The year 2 BC was one of the most important in the career of Augustus.
He was then sixty years old and it was the Silver Jubilee of his rule which

began in 27 BC. It was also the 750th anniversary of the founding of Rome.

On February 5, 2 BC, the Senate and the people of Rome awarded him the

highest of all decorations as Pater Patriae or Father of the Country.

Knowing beforehand of such special honor, he issued an edict calling for a
new registration of all who lived within the borders of his Empire, in order to

secure an allegiance to his authority especially in a Silver Jubilee year.

An inscription with such an oath of obedience has been found in
Paphlagonia, and is clearly dated 3 BC. (Lewis & Reinhold, Roman
Civilization, vol. I, pps. 34 and 35)

An Armenian historian by the name of Moses of Khorene, said that
according to available native sources, in the second year of Abgar, king of
Armenia (3 BC), Roman agents brought the image of Augustus to Armenia
being part of the Roman empire at that time, and set it up in every temple,
in order to secure the allegiance of the Armenians and get the census at
the same time. (History of the Armenians, Book II, 26)



Consequently, the census and oath of loyalty issued by Augustus in 3 BC
throughout his empire which included Judea brought Joseph and Mary

from Nazareth to their native city of Bethlehem.

How about the death of Herod?

The belief that Herod died in 4 BC was primarily based on miscalculations,
albeit honest mistakes, by Favius Josephus, a Jewish historian (37 — 100
AD), and using the wrong eclipse on March 13, 4 BC. This was just a
partial eclipse and very close to Passover that year. Since it's known that
Herod died after the eclipse and before Passover, there won't be enough
time for the funeral events if this occurred in 4 BC. (Ref: The History of the

Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ)

On the other hand, there was a full eclipse on January 10, 1 BC. Herod
died 18 days after the eclipse, or on January 28, 1 BC. There was plenty of
time for his funeral and elaborate memorial services before Passover that

year.

Another cause for the misconception of 4 BC death of Herod was the coins
minted by Herod's successors which showed their rules beginning in 4 BC.
The practice of antedating on the coins is well attested. So the coin is not
really a valid proof of Herod's death. (The Birth of Christ Recalculated by
Dr. Ernest L. Martin, 1978)



Biblical Timeline

This timeline of 3 BC birth of Jesus and 1 BC death of Herod is further
proven by the biblical account in Matthew 2:1-16:

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod

the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,

2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we

have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem

with him.

4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the

people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

5 So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the
prophet:

6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among
the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will

shepherd My people Israel.” ”

7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined

from them what time the star appeared.

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for
the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me,

that | may come and worship Him also.”



9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which
they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over

where the young Child was.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with
Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense,

and myrrh.

12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to

Herod, they departed for their own country another way.

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother,
flee to Egypt, and stay there until | bring you word; for Herod will seek

the young Child to destroy Him.”

14 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and
departed for Egypt,

15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt |
called My Son.”

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years
old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the

wise men.



Note in verse 11 that Jesus was already a young child when the wise men
paid Him a visit. He was at least a year old. Remember, the wise men
came from the east. Based on the research of Steven Collins, that was the
place where the lost ten tribes of Israel settled down at that time. So the
magi were actually noble kinsmen of Jesus. (The "Lost" Ten Tribes of

Israel ... Found!)

Royalty caravan, with hundreds of entourage and bodyguards, entailed a
lot of preparations and a very long and arduous journey. So it could have
taken them at least a year to arrive in Judea from the time the magi saw

the symbolic star.

Now, as it says in verse 16, Herod figured out the probable age of Jesus at
that time based on when the wise men first saw the star signifying His birth,
and had all children two years old and under killed. This is consistent with
the 3 BC birth of Jesus and 1 BC death of Herod.

More Biblical Timeline

Let's start with the account of Luke in the 3rd chapter, verses 1 through 4:

1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate
being governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip
tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of
Abilene,



2 while Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the word of God came to

John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.

3 And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism

of repentance for the remission of sins,

4 as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying:
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the
LORD; Make His paths straight."”

According to Ancient History Encyclopedia, Tiberius Caesar reigned from
9-18-14 AD through 3-16-37 AD. Starting with 14 AD as the first year, the
fifteenth year would be 28 AD.

As shown eatrlier, the birth year of John the Baptist and Jesus is 3 BC. So
in spring of 28 AD, John would be 30 years old. Jesus was born in the
early fall and John was born about 6 months earlier, as indicated in Luke
1:24-38:

24 Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself

five months, saying,

25 “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to

take away my reproach among people.”

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth,

27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.



28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one,

the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!”

29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered

what manner of greeting this was.

30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found

favor with God.

31 “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and
shall call His name JESUS.

32 “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord
God will give Him the throne of His father David.

33 “And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom

there will be no end.”

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | do not know a

man?”’

35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore,

also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

36 “Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her

old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.
37 “For with God nothing will be impossible.”

38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me

according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.



Shortly after John started his ministry, baptizing multitudes of people in the
Jordan river, he then baptized Jesus who was about 30 years old at that

time, as recorded by Luke in the 3rd chapter verses 21 through 23:

21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was

baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened.

22 And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and
a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son; in You |

am well pleased.”

23 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age,

being (as was supposed the son of Joseph), the grandson of Heli,

Note: The words “his ministry” are not in the Greek text, but are implied.
Direct objects were frequently omitted in Greek when clear from the
context, but must be supplied for the contemporary English reader. (New

English Translation Notes)

Luke's above account further proves that Jesus was born in 3 BC.

Astronomical Evidence

Now that we've seen the consistent and corroborative Biblical and historical

accounts, are these supported by any astronomical evidence?



Before Dr. Ernest L. Martin died in 2002, he undertook an extensive
research about the astronomical phenomena surrounding the birth of
Jesus. He wrote a book entitled “The Star of Bethlehem — The Star That

Astonished The World” available at http://www.askelm.com/star/index.asp,

courtesy of Associates for Scriptural Knowledge.

Interestingly, beginning with early fall of 3 BC, and ending in December of
2 BC, a number of phenomena in the movement of heavenly bodies were

sighted from earth, especially Jerusalem.

As mentioned earlier, in Matthew 2 when the magi paid homage to Jesus
who was born over a year before, they relied on the star of Bethlehem to
guide them. According to the earlier historians, that happened in

December, 2 BC when Jupiter seemingly and coincidentally appeared to

have stopped over Bethlehem.

Below is a quote from Chapter 5 (The Time of Jesus’ Birth) of Dr. Martin’s
aforementioned book “The Star of Bethlehem — The Star That Astonished
The World”:

An Exact Date Can Be Picked

There are only three places in the New Testament that record events
connected with the birth of Jesus. They are in Matthew’s Gospel, Luke’s

Gospel and chapter twelve of the Book of Revelation. This latter book has



some information about Jesus’ birth that should be considered, though it
must be admitted that all data in the Book of Revelation are highly
symbolic. Yet the figurative nature of the book may contain the very clue

we need to precisely date the birth of Jesus.

People of the 1%t century were very prone to use astronomical signs as
having bearing on historical and religious events. They were especially
important regarding the births of eminent people, and kings in particular.
Because of this, the section about Jesus’ birth in the Book of Revelation
may have been significantly related to particular heavenly signs that Jesus

had formerly told his disciples to be aware of (Luke 21:11).

Let us look at Revelation 12:1-5. It gives us precise indications as to the
hour and the day that Jesus was born. This section should be read

carefully.

“And there was a great wonder [sign] in heaven; a woman clothed with the
sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve
stars: and she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered. And there appeared another wonder [sign] in heaven; and
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven
crowns upon his head. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of
heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the
woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as
it was born. And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations

with a rod of iron.” (Revelation 12:1-5)



The scene just described is symbolic. Certainly, this could hardly be a
description of the virgin Mary. This “woman” had the heavens associated
with her — the Sun, Moon and the Twelve Stars. John said that the display
was a wonder (a sign) and that it was “in heaven.” What did he mean by

the phrase “in heaven”?

The Bible speaks of three “heavens.” The first is the heaven in which the
birds fly and all weather phenomena occur (Jeremiah 4:25; 1 Kings 18:45).
The second is that of the Sun, Moon, planets and stars (Genesis 1:17).
The third heaven is that where God lives (2 Corinthians 12:2). Which of

these heavens is meant?

People of the 1st century would have had no difficulty in interpreting the
proper “heaven” that was intended by the apostle John. The Sun, Moon,
and stars are not located in our atmosphere where the birds and the clouds
exist. They are also not found in the heaven where God has His abode
because John himself tells us that the Sun or Moon are not needed in that
region (Revelation 21:23). The only “heaven” that is reasonable is that
where the Sun, Moon and the Twelve Stars are located. The Book of
Genesis revealed that the celestial bodies were made by God to give signs
(Genesis 1:14). Jewish opinion included among these “signs” the
astronomical associations between the Sun, Moon, planets, stars and
constellations. (Philo, Op. Mund., 55; Rashi, Commentary, 1.5) There can
hardly be a doubt that such astronomical “signs” as these are referred to in
the Book of Revelation. (Lange’s Commentary, X.34) With these points in
mind, we may have some interesting clues that will provide us with the

exact time of Jesus’ birth.



Astronomy and the Birth of Jesus

The essential factor in interpreting the symbol of Revelation 12:1-5 is the
identification of the woman. What is John signifying by mentioning her?
This much is certain: the woman in the first three verses is featured as
being in heaven and both the Sun and the Moon are in association with
her. After the dragon casts down a third of the stars of heaven (Revelation
12:4), the woman is then found on earth (verses 6 and 14). But the
Important factor is the birth of the man-child and the Woman’s relationship
with the heavenly signs while she is symbolically in heaven. (The first three
verses of Revelation 12 show the Sun clothing her, the Moon under her

feet and the Twelve Stars on her head).

The “birth” of the Messiah is associated with this heavenly spectacle. Since
some noted heavenly bodies are a part of the picture, it could well be that
John intended the woman to represent a constellation that the two primary
luminaries transverse, and that she was a part of the zodiacal system
which gives headship to the signs (the Twelve Stars were a “crown” upon
her head). Recall that interpreting astronomical signs dominated the
thinking of most people in the 1st century, whether the people were Jews
or Gentiles. Indeed, the word “sign” used by the author of the Book of
Revelation to describe this celestial display was the same one used by the
ancients to denote the zodiacal constellations. (Liddell and Scott, Lexicon,
1448)



This is made clearer when one looks closely at the text. Since the Sun and
Moon are amidst or in line with the body of this woman, she could be, in a
symbolic way, a constellation located within the normal paths of the Sun
and Moon. The only sign of a woman which exists along the ecliptic (the
track of the Sun in its journey through the stars) is that of Virgo the Virgin.
She occupies, in body form, a space of about 50 degrees along the ecliptic.
The head of the woman actually bridges some 10 degrees into the
previous sign of Leo and her feet overlap about 10 degrees into the
following sign of Libra, the Scales. In the period of Jesus’ birth, the Sun
entered in its annual course through the heavens into the head position of
the woman about August 13, and exited from her feet about October 2. But
the apostle John saw the scene when the Sun was “clothing” or “adorning”
the woman. This surely indicates that the position of the Sun in the vision
was located somewhere mid-bodied to the woman, between the neck and
the knees. The Sun could hardly be said to clothe her if it were situated in

her face or near her feet.

The Sun Clothed the Woman

The only time in the year that the Sun could be in a position to “clothe” the
celestial woman called Virgo (that is, to be mid-bodied to her, in the region
where a pregnant woman carries a child) is when the Sun is located
between about 150 and 170 degrees along the ecliptic. This “clothing” of
the woman by the Sun occurs for a 20-day period each year. This 20-
degree spread could indicate the general time when Jesus was born. In 3
B.C.E., the Sun would have entered this celestial region about August 27



and exited from it about September 15. If John in the Book of Revelation is
associating the birth of Jesus with the period when the Sun was midbodied
to this woman called Virgo (and this is no doubt what he means), then
Jesus would have to be born within that 20-day period. From the point of
view of the Magi who were astrologers, this would have been the only
logical sign under which the Jewish Messiah might be born, especially if He
was to be born of a virgin. Even today, astrologers recognize that the sign
of Virgo is the one which has reference to a messianic world ruler to be

born from a virgin. (Devore, Encyclopedia of Astrology, 366)

This heavenly woman called Virgo is normally depicted as a virgin holding
in her right hand a green branch and in her left hand a sprig of grain. In the
Hebrew Zodiac, she at first (in the time of David) denoted Ruth who was
gleaning in the fields of Boaz. She then later became the Virgin when the
prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 was given in the time of King Hezekiah and the
prophet Isaiah. This Virgin held in her left hand a sprig of grain. This was
precisely where the bright star called Spica is found. Indeed, the chief star

of the constellation Virgo is Spica.

Bullinger, in his book The Witness of the Stars (pp. 29-34), said that the
word “Spica” has, through the Arabic, the meaning “the branch” and that it
symbolically refers to Jesus who was prophetically called “the Branch” in
Zechariah 3:8 and 6:12. And Bullinger (and Seiss in his book The Gospel
in the Stars) maintains that this sign of Virgo designates the heavenly
witness for the birth of the Messiah (Jesus). They say that Virgo should
actually begin the zodiacal signs which give the story of the Messiah. This

may be. The apostle John may have given the same indication as far as



the first full sign of the zodiac is concerned. He depicted the woman of

Revelation as having a crown of Twelve Stars on her head.

This could well show that the woman (Virgo) is the constellation of
headship for all the twelve signs. The “head” position of Virgo is located
within the last ten degrees of Leo. It was in this very region where the story
of the career of the Messiah would begin that Bullinger and Seiss referred
to. Thus, the story of Jesus and his mission on earth, as related by these
heavenly symbols, should logically begin with his birth from a virgin and
conclude with him being crowned king in the final sign of Leo the Lion (with
its chief star being Regulus — the King star). This is no doubt what the
apostle John was trying to show through the symbols found in Revelation
12.
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The birth of this child in Revelation 12 (whom John identified with Jesus)
should have occurred while the Sun was “clothing” the woman, when the
Sun was mid-bodied to Virgo. This period of time in 3 B.C.E. covered 20
days (August 27 to September 15). If Jesus were born within that 20-day
period, it would fit most remarkably with the testimony of Luke (relative to
the birth of John the Baptist and the eighth course of Abijah). Indeed, the



chronological indications associated with the priestly course of Abijah place
Jesus’ birth exactly within this period. But there is a way to arrive at a much
closer time for Jesus’ birth than a simple 20-day period. The position of the
Moon in John’s vision actually pinpoints the nativity to within a day — even
to within a period of an hour and a half (within 90 minutes) on that day.
This may appear an absurd assessment on the surface, but it is quite

possible.

The key is the Moon. The apostle said it was located “under her feet.”
What does the word “under” signify in this case? Does it mean the woman
of the vision was standing on the Moon when John observed it or does it
mean her feet were positioned slightly above the Moon? John does not tell
us. This, however, is not of major consequence in using the location of the
Moon to answer our question because it would only involve the difference
of a degree or two. The Moon travels about 12 degrees a day in its course
through the heavens. This motion of one or two degrees by the Moon
represents on earth a period of only two to four hours. This difference is no
problem in determining the time of Jesus’ birth. What is vital, however, is

that this shows the Moon as a New Moon.



WAS HE REALLY BORN IN DECEMBER?

Now that we have incontrovertibly proven in the chapter “HIS BIRTH YEAR
EXAMINED” that Jesus was born in the year 3 BC, the next question is

what month was He born?

The popular belief is that He was born in December. But is this consistent

with historical and Biblical accounts?

Census decreed by Augustus Caesar

First, as we learned from Luke's account and corroborated by reliable
historical account, by decree of Augustus Caesar Joseph and Mary went to
register in their native city of Bethlehem. We learned that the year was 3
BC.

William F. Ramsay, in his book Born at Bethlehem, expressed confidence
that the normal time for Roman censuses was from August to October

when weather was typically fair.

Now Luke said in Luke 2:6-7 that Jesus was born at that time.

Luke 2:6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for

her to be delivered.



7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in

the inn.

Flock grazing in the fields

Now let's continue on with verse 8 of Luke 2:

Luke 2:8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.

Notice that the flock were out in the fields. This is one indication that the
month cannot be December, because the flock would be in the barn or

stable during the dead of winter.

Subtle but compelling proof

But that's not all. We have an even more compelling proof that shows what

month Jesus was born.

Let's start with Luke 1:5-9:



Luke 1.5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of

Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the

commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.

7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both

well advanced in years.

8 So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of
his division,

9 according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense

when he went into the temple of the Lord.

Luke mentioned something seemingly insignificant and usually glossed
over by Bible readers. Notice verse 5 again, where Luke said that

Zacharias was of the division of Abijah. What's the significance of the

division or course of Abijah?

There are 24 divisions of priests chosen by lot to serve in the Temple. As it

says in First Chronicles 24:10, the division of Abijah happened to be the 8th:

1 Chr 24:7 Now the first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah,
8 the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim,
9 the fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin,

10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah,



Each division would take turn serving in the Temple each week, except
during the pilgrimage feast week. So the first division would serve during
the first week of Nissan, Sabbath to Sabbath (2 Chronicles 23:8)

2 Chr 23:8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada
the priest commanded. And each man took his men who were to be on
duty on the Sabbath, with those who were going off duty on the Sabbath;

for Jehoiada the priest had not dismissed the divisions.

During the pilgrimage feast week of Passover, Feast of Weeks or now
called Pentecost, and Feast of Booths or Tabernacles, all the divisions

would serve together in the Temple. Notice 2 Chronicles 5:11:

2 Chr 5:11 And it came to pass when the priests came out of the Most Holy
Place (for all the priests who were present had sanctified themselves,

without keeping to their divisions),

In this particular instance, it happened during the Feast of Tabernacles in

the month of Tishri, the seventh month as indicated in 2 Chronicles 5:3:

2 Chr 5:3 Therefore all the men of Israel assembled with the king at the

feast, which was in the seventh month.

After the Babylonian captivity, Ezra restored this practice, even retaining

the original names of the divisions during the time of David.



Since we have learned that Jesus was born during the early fall of 3 BC, it
means that He was conceived during the latter part of the Roman year 4

BC, around early winter time.

Luke also mentioned that John the Baptist was conceived earlier that year,
6 months before Jesus was conceived. As quoted in the previous chapter,
let’s review Luke 1:24 through 36, while focusing on verses 26 and 36

particularly:

Luke 1:24 Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid
herself five months, saying,

25 “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to

take away my reproach among people.”

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth,

27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one,

the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!”

29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered

what manner of greeting this was.

30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found

favor with God.



31 “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and
shall call His name JESUS.

32 “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord

God will give Him the throne of His father David.

33 “And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom

there will be no end.”

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | do not know a

man?”

35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore,

also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

36 “Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her

old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.

So what month was John conceived? From the above account of Luke, it
was very shortly after Zacharias served in the Temple when it was the

division of Abijah's turn that week. So what week was that?

Month of John's conception and birth

According to Parker and Dubberstein (Babylonian Chronology), Nissan 1 in
4 BC fell on March 29. According to Jewish custom, the first division of
Jehoiarib served from Sabbath noon March 24 to Sabbath noon March 31
that year.



Then the second course served from March 31 through April 7. The third
course started April 7, but as mentioned earlier, all the divisions officiated
together during the Passover week. This caused the third course to end its
administration on the Sabbath after the Passover week or the Days of
Unleavened Bread, April 21. Then the weekly divisions resumed their

regular order of service.

Continuing on, this would put the division of Abijah that year to serve from
May 19 to May 26. Give or take a few days, we could approximate that
John was conceived during the first week of June in 4 BC. And counting 9

months forward, he would have been born around March in 3 BC.

Month of Jesus' birth

And 6 months after the birth of John in March of 3 BC would place the birth

of Jesus around September of 3 BC.

Sometime during the second week of September that year, would be Tishri

1 which is the Feast of Trumpets. Read Leviticus 23:24:

Lev 23:24 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘In the seventh month,
on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of

blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.



Since God uses His feast days to mark or symbolize important events, it is

very likely that Jesus was born on the Feast of Trumpets.



WHEN WAS HE KILLED?

As clearly proven in the previous chapters on “HIS BIRTH YEAR
EXAMINED” and “WAS HE REALLY BORN IN DECEMBER?”, we've

learned that He was born in September 3 BC.

As you'll see, the year of His birth, which is the same as that of John the
Baptist, will play an important factor in determining the year of His death.
So now let's search the Bible for clues that will show us when He was
killed.

First Clue: Luke 3:1-3

Luke 3:1 And in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesatr,
Pontius Pilate governing Judea, and Herod ruling as tetrarch of Galilee,
and his brother Philip ruling as tetrarch of Iturea and the Trachonitis

country, and Lysanias ruling as tetrarch of Abilene,

2 upon the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the Word of God came

on John the son of Zachariah in the desert.

3 And he came into all the regions of the Jordan proclaiming a baptism of

repentance for remission of sins,

This first clue will tell us what year John the Baptist started his ministry.

Why is this important?



Thirty is the age of spiritual maturity in the scriptures. In Hebraic culture,
that would be the qualifying age to become a rabbi or priest. As it says in

Numbers 4 verse 3:

Num 4:3 “from thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, all who

enter the service to do the work in the tabernacle of meeting.

Since John was about 6 months older than Jesus, he started his ministry

earlier than Jesus.

Let's go back to Tiberius Caesar. When Augustus died, the Senate named
Tiberius emperor on 17 September 14 CE (Interpreters Dictionary of the
Bible, Abingdon, 1962, Vol. 3, p. 640).

Luke was using the Hebrew calendar, not the Roman calendar. In 14 CE or
AD the start of the Hebraic civil calendar, the month of Tishri, fell sometime
in the middle of October of the Roman calendar. So in Luke's reckoning,
September of 14 AD was part of the previous Hebraic civil calendar year,

and thus counted as the first year of Tiberius' reign.

The second year starts from October or Tishri of 14 AD. Counting forward,
the 15th year would be from Tishri (which fell in October) of 27 AD to Tishri
of 28 AD.



So John the Baptist would be about 30 years old by March of 28 AD.
However, he did not have to be exactly 30 years old to start his ministry

especially with his extraordinary spiritual maturity, as the next clue shows.

Second Clue: Luke 3:23

Luke 3:23 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of

age, being (as was supposed the son of Joseph), the grandson of Hel,

So you see, Jesus Himself was not quite 30 years old either when He

started His own ministry.

But when did Jesus start His ministry?

Let's switch to the account of John the apostle. Several weeks before
Passover in 28 AD, John the Baptist was already in full swing with his
ministry, baptizing people in the Jordan river. That's why the priests and
Levites noticed him and started questioning him. Read John chapter 1

verses 19 — 28:

John 1:19 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”

21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”



“Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”

22 Then they said to him, “Who are you, that we may give an answer to

those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?”

23 He said: “l am the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Make

straight the way of the LORD,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”
24 Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26 John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but there stands

One among you whom you do not know.

27 “It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal

strap | am not worthy to loose.”

28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John

was baptizing.

The next day, John the Baptist baptized Jesus. See John 1:29-34:

John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,

“‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

30 “This is He of whom | said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred

before me, for He was before me.’

31 “l did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore |

came baptizing with water.”



32 And John bore witness, saying, “l saw the Spirit descending from

heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him.

33 “I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to
me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him,

this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’

34 “And | have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”

From Jordan, after His baptism, He was led by the Spirit to the wilderness,
and tempted by Satan for 40 days. See Mark 1:9-13:

Mark 1:9 It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of
Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

10 And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens
parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.

11 Then a voice came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness.

13 And He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and

was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to Him.

Then He went to Cana in Galilee where He reluctantly performed His first

miracle by turning water into wine at the request of His mother.

When He performed His first miracle in Galilee, He hasn't started His

ministry yet. Notice what He told His mother in John 2:3-4:



John 2:3 And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him,

“They have no wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me?

My hour has not yet come.”

When He went to Nazareth, He was rejected by His own people.
Afterwards, He went down to Capernaum with His mother and brothers and

stayed there for a few days.

Then He went up to Jerusalem to observe Passover. Before Passover, He

cleaned up the temple first of money-changers and traders. (John 2:13-16)

As we read in John 2:23, people began paying attention to Him.

John 2:23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the

feast, many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did.

So He officially started His ministry at Passover of 28 AD. This makes
perfect sense, since God is using His festivals as markers for important
events. Also, at this point, He was a little over 29-1/2 years old. This is
consistent with what Luke said in Luke 3:23 that He was about 30 years old

when He started His ministry, meaning not quite 30 years old yet.



Jesus observed another Passover in the middle of His ministry in 29 AD
(John 6:4)

John 6:4 Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near.

Then in 30 AD, He became the Passover sacrifice Himself. As the blood of
the symbolic Passover lamb saved the Israelites from death in Egypt, the
blood of our true Passover Lamb saved mankind from the ultimate death

penalty pronounced upon Adam when he sinned.

We can read the account of Jesus' sentencing to death beginning in John
19:13-16

John 19:13 When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus outside and
sat down on the judgment seat in the place called “The Stone
Pavement” (Gabbatha in Aramaic).

14 (Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover, about noon.)
Pilate said to the Jewish leaders, “Look, here is your king!”

15 Then they shouted out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”
Pilate asked, “Shall | crucify your king?” The high priests replied, “We

have no king except Caesar!”

16 Then Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took
Jesus, (New English Translation)



Notice the parenthetical comment by John “(Now it was the day of
preparation for the Passover, about noon.)" John was making a side
comment that starting at about noon time that day, as had been the
practice every year, the Passover lamb were being prepared to be

slaughtered that afternoon.

Pilate handed Jesus to the Jews early morning. Then at nine o'clock
Roman time or third hour Hebrew time, He was already put up on the stake
(Mark 15:25)

Mark 15:25 Now it was the third hour, and they crucified Him.

Final Clue: Luke 23:54-56

Luke 23:54 That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.

55 And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after,

and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid.

56 Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they

rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.

By the way, the Biblical day starts as soon as it gets dark in the evening
when the sun has completely set, right after twilight as shown in Nehemiah
13:19:



Neh 13:19 So it was, at the gates of Jerusalem, as it began to be dark
before the Sabbath, that | commanded the gates to be shut, and charged
that they must not be opened till after the Sabbath. Then | posted some of
my servants at the gates, so that no burdens would be brought in on the
Sabbath day.

Note that the phrase “as it began to be dark” is what's called twilight

nowadays. And this twilight period is still before the Sabbath or the ending

of Biblical Friday. Sabbath or any Biblical day for that matter starts at dark

when the sun has completely set.

Jesus died in the mid-afternoon of Nissan 14, same time the symbolic

Passover lamb were killed since the time of Moses.

Passover day was called Preparation day because the Israelites had to get
rid of leavening from their houses and surroundings in preparation for the
Days of Unleavened Bread. Also, in midafternoon the Passover sacrificial

lamb were killed, to be eaten in the ensuing evening.

That evening when the sun has completely set was the start of the First
Day of Unleavened Bread. This is a commanded Holy Day, an annual
Sabbath.

So the women had to wait till after this annual Sabbath before they could

buy and prepare the spices. Work, buying and selling are forbidden both on



weekly and annual Sabbaths. So on Friday they were able to buy and
prepare the spices and fragrant oils. Then they rested on the weekly

Sabbath afterwards.

To recap the timeline, Jesus died on Wednesday midafternoon. By the time
He was taken down from the stake (staurus) and then prepared for burial, it
was close to evening, the start of the annual Sabbath, the First Day of

Unleavened Bread which fell on Thursday that week.

On Friday, the women bought and prepared the spices and fragrant oils.
Then they rested on the weekly Sabbath. As the story goes, they brought

the prepared spices and fragrant oils to the tomb early morning on Sunday.

Astronomical Evidence

The Biblical month starts at the dark phase of the moon, as it says in
Psalms 81:3

Ps 81:3 Blow the ram's horn in the new moon, on the covered moon, on

our feast day. (Hebraic Roots Bible)

The Hebrew word for “covered moon” is kesah which means "covered" and
hence the moon is not visible, the dark phase. That is the Biblical new

moon, the start of Biblical month.



So that year in 30 AD, Nissan 1 started in the evening of the Roman day
March 22 when the moon was in the dark phase in Jerusalem. See the
depiction of the moon phase that evening from U.S. Naval Observatory

data:
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New Moon (Dark Phase) of the Moon on March 22, 30 AD 6 PM
Jerusalem (Latitude 31.46 N, Longitude 35.14 E)

Nissan 1 of 30 AD is equivalent to March 23, 30 AD of the Roman
calendar. Counting forward, Nissan 14 of 30 AD is equivalent to April 5, 30
AD which fell on a Wednesday. This is consistent with the Gospel account
timeline as mentioned above. No other year near 30 AD did Nissan 14 or

Passover Day fall on a Wednesday.



In conclusion, our Savior paid for the sin of mankind by giving up His life in
the afternoon of April 5, 30 AD.

The above conclusively proven timeline of Jesus’ ministry from 28 AD to 30

AD also clarifies what the “second first Sabbath” in Luke 6:1 really means.

Luke 6:1 And it happened on the second chief Sabbath, He passed along
through the grain fields. And His disciples plucked the heads and were

eating, rubbing with the hands.

2 But some of the Pharisees said to them, Why do you do that which is not
lawful to do on the Sabbath? (Hebrew Roots Bible)

Below is the footnote from Hebrew Roots Bible regarding the second chief
Sabbath:

“There were 24 orders of priests who served 2 weeks a year in the
sanctuary. One week starting after Passover and then, after all 24 orders
served one week each, they would start over, this is the first sabbath of the
second rotation of that order. All 24 orders served at the 3 pilgrim feasts of

Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot.”

The succeeding verse 6 further proves that the Sabbath mentioned in
verse 1 is a weekly 7" day Sabbath, not the Last Day of Unleavened

Bread:



Luke 6:6 And it also happened on another Sabbath, He going into the

synagogue and teaching. And a man was there, and his right hand was
withered.

Thus, to summarize, Jesus observed only 3 Passovers during His ministry.
He started His ministry at Passover of 28 AD (John 2:23). The second
Passover in 29 AD is recorded in John 6:4. Then, the last Passover is
recorded in John 19:14 when our Savior became the Passover Lamb

sacrifice Himself.



CROSS OR STAKE - WHICH?

What does the Bible really say?

Instead of the traditional translation “cross” as used in most Bibles, we'll

use the original Greek word.

John 19:17 And he bearing his staurus went forth into a place called the

place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:

Mark 15:32 Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the staurus, that

we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him.

Matt 27:40 and saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three
days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the

staurus.”

According to Strong's Concordance, the basic meaning of the original

Greek word staurus is:
G4716 oTaupdg stauros (stav-ros') n.
1. a stake or post (as set upright).

Unfortunately, because of the widespread and popular interpretation, albeit
not the original meaning, the Strong's Concordance has also added “cross”

as another alternate meaning.



However, many modern scholars say that the original meaning of staurus
Is upright stake. According to A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the
English and Greek New Testament, staurus never meant two pieces of

wood joining each other at any angle.

So based on the original manuscript text, Jesus was impaled on a stake

(staurus) — not a cross.

Another corroborating proof

Jesus Himself made a prophecy of how He would be impaled:

John 3:14 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so

must the Son of Man be lifted up,

Here's the Old Testament verse referred to by Jesus:

Num 21:9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it
was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent,

he lived.



More Bible verses not using cross

Acts 5:30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and

hanged on a tree.

1 Pet 2:24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you

were healed.

Again, according to Strong's Concordance, here's the original Greek work

for “tree” used in the above verses:

G3586 ¢uAov xulon (xi'-lon) n.

1. wood, timber (as fuel or material, of utility and benefit).

Finally, The Companion Bible concludes:

“There is nothing in the Greek of the New Testament even to imply two

pieces of timber.”

Origin of the cross

Cross was used as a pagan symbol long before the advent of Jesus the
Christ.



It had its origin in ancient Chaldea, used as the symbol of the pagan god
Tammuz. It represented the shape of the mystic Tau which was the initials
of the pagan god's name. (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New

Testament Words)

Roman method of execution

During the time of Jesus, the Romans were using either an upright stake,
also known as crux simplex pictured below, or a stake with a crossbeam
which is simply called a cross as a method of execution, (New World

Encyclopedia)






IN THE GRAVE FOR 3 DAYS AND 3 NIGHTS?

This is a very significant question to ask. It's one of the key proofs that
Yahushua (popularly known as Jesus in modern English) is the true

Messiah.

Yahushua Himself said so. Read Matthew 12:38-40:

Matt 12:38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying,

“Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”

39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the

prophet Jonah.

40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great
fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of

the earth”.

The question now is: Did Yahushua fulfill this prophecy? Can this be

proven from the scriptures?

As explained in the chapter “WHEN WAS HE KILLED?”, He died in
midafternoon of Nissan 14 (or Abib 14 in Hebrew) which was the Passover
day. Inthe Roman Calendar, this fell on April 5, 30 AD Wednesday. It was

also called the Preparation day.



He was immediately buried right before the sun had completely set in the
ensuing evening. That evening was the start of the Biblical 5th day
(Thursday April 6, 30 AD in Roman calendar), which was the First Day of

Unleavened Bread, an annual Sabbath.

Again, this is recorded in Luke 23:54 — 56:

Luke 23:54 That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.

This is the annual Sabbath referred above, not the weekly 7th day
Sabbath.

Luke 23:55 And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed

after, and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid.

56 Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they

rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.

After observing the First Day of Unleavened Bread on Thursday that week,
the women returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. Evidently, they
did this on Friday because after doing all this work, they rested on the
weekly 7th day Sabbath.

So far, how long had Yahushua been in the grave when the women rested
at the start of the weekly 7th day Sabbath? He had been there since the



Biblical Thursday started. This is the 1st night and the 1st day (evening to

evening).

Biblical Friday would be the 2nd night and 2nd day. So far at this point,

Yahushua had been in the grave for 2 complete days and nights.

What did the women do after the weekly Sabbath?

Matt 28:1 Now after the Sabbath, as the first of the weeks* began to dawn,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.

2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the

door, and sat on it.
3 His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.
4 And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.

5 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for |

know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.

6 “He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where

the Lord lay.

* Note: The original Greek for “weeks” in this verse is “sabbaton”
odBpaTtov. This is the first of the 7 weeks pointing to the Feast of First
Fruits, also called Feast of Weeks (See Lev. 23:15-17).



After the weekly Sabbath, when the women came to the tomb with spices
and fragrant oils, Yahushua was already gone. He had risen evidently at
the end of the Sabbath.

So the Biblical 7th day Sabbath would be the 3rd night and 3rd day

Yahushua was in the grave.

Yahushua was definitely in the grave for a total of 3 nights and 3 days, or

72 hours. This fulfilled the prophecy He mentioned in Matthew 12:40.

Matt 12:40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the

heart of the earth.

To recap, Yahushua was in the grave from end of Biblical 4th day
Wednesday, when the sun had completely set at evening, through the end
of the Biblical 7th day Saturday at evening, for a total of 3 nights and 3

days, as follows:

1) Biblical 5th day Thursday Nissan 15: 1 nighttime and 1 daytime
2) Biblical 6th day Friday = Nissan 16: 1 nighttime and 1 daytime
3) Biblical 7th day Saturday Nissan 17: 1 nighttime and 1 daytime



